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I.                                                        INTRODUCTION
 

1.  Before the Federal Communications Commission (Commission) is a

Petition for Rulemaking (PETITION), RM-10564, requesting amendment of the 47 CFR

CFR Part 95 Subpart B of the Commission�s rules to prohibit daily business

communications on Family Radio Service (FRS) frequencies.

II.                                            COMMENTER QUALIFICATIONS

2.  Commenter is an unlimited licensed, board certified and actively

practicing General Medicine/Geriatric Medicine/Family Practice Physician and Surgeon.

Commenter holds the academic faculty appointment of Assistant Clinical Professor,

Department of Family Medicine, Georgetown University School of Medicine.

Commenter holds the current positions of Virginia [State] Osteopathic Medical

Association (VOMA) Delegate and Delegation Vice-Chairman to the [National]

American Osteopathic [Medical] Association (AOA) House of Delegates.  Commenter

has held the previous positions of President (CY'94) � Alexandria (VA) Medical Society,

Vice-Councilor (EY�95) - Medical Society of Virginia 8th U.S. Congressional District,

Chairman � AOA Technology and Health Care [Telemedicine] Task Force, and

Executive Member - AOA Council on Federal Health Programs.

3.  Commenter was selected/elected and currently serves as the Special

Emergency Radio Service Representative � RPRC, and Medical Profession

Representative - Technical Committee, of the National Public Safety Planning Advisory

Committee's (NPSPAC) Region-20 [State of Maryland, Washington, DC, Northern

Virginia] 821 MHz Public Safety Regional Plan Review Committee (RPRC), for the
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development and implementation of a Public Safety National/Regional Plan (GN Docket

No. 90-7) for the use of the 821-824/866-869 MHz bands by the Public Safety Services

pursuant to the Report and Order in GN Docket No. 87-112.  Commenter has previously

served as Chairman - Legislative/Regulatory Affairs, Region-20 821 MHz Public Safety

from 1990 to 2000.

4.  Commenter is also a First Class Telecommunications Engineer, certified

by the National Association of Radio and Telecommunications Engineers (NARTE),

possessor of a First Class Certificate of Competency, issued by the Association of Public

Safety Communications Officials, Inc. - International (APCO), and a Fellow of The

Radio Club of America.  Commenter has over 25 years experience in the

telecommunications field with many of these years spent actively participating in

Commission proceedings.

5.  Commenter is Commission licensed in the Amateur Radio (ARS),

Business Radio (BRS), General Mobile Radio (GMRS) and Special Emergency Radio

(SERS) services.  Commenter has taken examination for and has been issued the

Commission's commercial GMDSS Radio Maintainer, GMDSS Radio Operator, and

General Radiotelephone Operator Licenses.  It is with having the above extensive

expertise in dealing with personal, business, medical and emergency/public assistance

communications matters that this Commenter is qualified to submit the following timely

filed1 REPLY COMMENTS in response to comments submitted to this PETITION.

III.        REPLY COMMENTS
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6. In their PETITION, the Industrial Telecommunications Association, Inc.

(ITA) asserted: �It is vital for the protection of FRS frequencies, that daily business

communications needs be met through existing frequency allocations suited for daily

business activities.�2  This viewpoint if further supported with the statement that

�business systems are drastically different form personal communications in that they

need reliable, accurate, efficient, constant communications, with minimal interference

potential and a longer range of service.�3  ITA further notes that: �Businesses, if

restricted from FRS, would be required to be licensed on traditional business radio

spectrum, which is a more reliable alternative for all involved.�4 It is the opinion of this

Commenter, supported by comments submitted to this proceeding, that the true intent of

this PETITION is not to protect FRS frequencies, but to force business users into

acquiring the services of 47 CFR Part 90 frequency coordinators, such as ITA, to find

commercial channels to conduct their daily business communications, and for vendors to

be able to sell more expensive commercial radio equipment.

7. The Personal Radio Steering Group (PRSG), in response to this PETITION,

notes that: �For a fee, the petitioner coordinates frequencies in the Private Mobile Radio

Services.  As FRS does not utilize formal frequency coordination, ITA and its vendor

members lose revenue when users select FRS for certain of their communications.�5  The

PRSG further correctly asserts that: �The petition makes unsupported claims of spectrum

congestion in FRS and deviation of FRS from FCC intention.  Yet financial loss to the

petitioner and its associates � and not any matter of public interest � in the gravamen and

sole motivation of the Petition.�6
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8. This Commenter strongly supports the views expressed by the PRSG.  The

PRSG has properly assessed the issue with the following statement:

�Some business entities use FRS, not because of �lack of clarity in
the rules�, but because FRS is cheaper than conventional land mobile
radio � where a myriad of coordination fees, application fees, regulatory
fees, renewal fees, and higher equipment cost produce little or not
improvement in the desired radio communications.   Certainly, the
protections afforded by licensing and FCC enforcement are necessary in
some applications, but use of the unlicensed FRS is likely adequate in
many others.�7

9. Last, and most importantly, is that even if the Commission were to issue a

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING in response to this PETITION and

ultimately adopt a REPORT AND ORDER in this proceeding prohibiting daily business

communications on FRS frequencies, it would be simply unenforceable.  The

Commission, in a time of economic governmental budgetary constraints, does not have

the manpower or finances needed to enforce such a rule change, particularly on an

unlicensed radio service, nor would it be in the public interest to spend tax dollars on

such a futile effort.   

IV. CONCLUSION

10.   Before the Federal Communications Commission (Commission) is a

Petition for Rulemaking (PETITION), RM-10564, requesting amendment of the 47 CFR

CFR Part 95 Subpart B of the Commission�s rules to prohibit daily business

communications on Family Radio Service (FRS) frequencies.

11.  This Commenter firmly believes, as supported by other commenters to this

proceeding, that the true intent of this PETITION is not to protect FRS frequencies, but

to force business users into acquiring the services of 47 CFR Part 90 frequency
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coordinators, such as ITA, to find commercial channels (for a fee) to conduct their daily

business communications, and for vendors to be able to sell more expensive commercial

radio equipment.

12.  ITA�s assertion that 47 CFR Part 95 Subpart B FRS is an inappropriate

service for commercial users because of its limited range, poor quality, and shared use

with non-business users has failed to take into account the recent Commission adoption

of the 47 CFR Part 95 Subpart J, the Multi-Use Radio Service (MURS).  The MURS

provides for the same permitted communications uses as in the FRS8 but instead uses

unlicensed, and formerly 47 CFR Part 90, VHF frequencies with significantly higher

transmitter output power (2 Watts), as compared to the FRS low effective radiated power

(0.5 Watt ERP) limit, thus resulting in communications of higher quality and greater

range.

13.   This Commenter neither supports nor opposes the proposed prohibition of

daily business communications on FRS frequencies.  This Commenter merely asserts that

the ultimate adoption of the requested rule change would be unenforceable by the

Commission.  Therefore any adoption of the requested rule change would be

meaningless, as daily business communications would continue unabated on FRS

channels.

Respectfully submitted,

|s|  Michael C. Trahos, D.O., NCE, CET
___________________________________
Dr. Michael C. Trahos, D.O., NCE, CET

MCT/mct
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V. CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Michael C. Trahos, do hereby certify that at copy of the above REPLY
COMMENTS have been sent by first class United States mail to the parties listed below.

Industrial Telecommunications Association, Inc.
Robin Landis � Regulatory Affairs Assistant
1110 North Glebe Road, Suite 500
Arlington, Virginia 22201

Personal Radio Steering Group
Corwin D. Moore, Jr. � Administrative Coordinator
P.O. Box 2851
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

Respectfully,

|s|  Michael C. Trahos, D.O., NCE, CET
____________________________________
Dr. Michael C. Trahos, D.O., NCE, CET

MCT/mct
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